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TABLE  2-4

Some Proposed Alternatives  to Nitrite
Evaluated by  the Committee

Effect

Antimicrobial

Lipid oxidation

Color production

Inhibition of

nitrosamine

formation

Single Agents or
Treatments__________

Potassium sorbate or
sorbic acid

Sodium hypophosphite

Fumarate esters

Lactic-acid-producing
organisms

Irradiation

Sodium chloride

Parabens

Glyceryl monolaurate

Humectants

Low concentrations of
nitrite

Butylated
hydroxytoluene

Citric acid
Ascorbic acid
a-Tocopherol

Low concentrations of
nitrite

Smoking

Nonabsorbable food
colors

Nicotinates
Pyridine compounds
Betalines
Ascorbic acid

a-Tocopherol

Combinations

Potassium sorbate
or sorbic acid
with low concentra-
tions of nitrite

Sodium hypophosphite
with low concentra-
tions of nitrite

Lactic-acid-
producing organisms
with low concentra-
tions of nitrite

Ascorbic acid and
a-tocopherol